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The Criteria of Mystical Experience from the V. iewpint of 1bn *Arabi

and William James
Eshrat Ranjbar / MA in Philosophy and Islamic Theology, Al-Zahra University
ranjbar.ac@gmail.com
Ali Akbar Momeni / PhD Student in Comparative Studies of Religions, URD
Received: 2018/05/04 - Accepted: 2018/09/20

Abstract

In a comparative study, this paper seeks to analyze the views of lbn 'Arabi and
William James on mystical experience. lbn Arabi and James consider mystical
experience indescribable and transient in which man acquires a transcendental
and private epistemic knowledge through a transcendental force; in this
experience one acquires a knowledge that never achieves through rational
efforts. Whatever one gains in one's own experience cannot be transmitted
empirically to others, and thus, those who seek such experiences should strive
to gain those mystical experiences with spiritual struggle and self-discipline. In
spite of the similarities, lbn al-'Arabi believed that mystical experience can be
acquired in the light of the Shari‘a, which strengthens faith, but James considers
the feeling as the source of religion and mystical experience, and regards
theology as a secondary matter.

Keywords: religious experience, mystical experience, illuminative disclosure,
intuition, Ibn Arabi, William James.



Anwar-Ma'rifat, Vol.8. No. 1, Spring & Summer 2018<%> 98

A Comparative Study of the Viewpoint of the Martyrs of the Sacred Defense and
Khwaja Abdullah Ansari on the Conductive-mystical Stage of "*Awakening"*

Mohammad Miri / Assistant Professor, Faculty of Islamic Studies, University of Tehran

Received: 2018/03/16 - Accepted: 2019/07/20 m.miri57@ut.ac.ir

Abstract

The first step towards Allah is awakening or awaking from negligence. Khwaja
Abdullah Ansari listed the most influential elements of this stage in Manazil al-
Sa'irin. The Martyrs of the Sacred Defense, who, according to Imam Khomeini,
attained the highest degrees of conduct and mysticism, have pointed to the
features the stage of awakening in their valuable handwritings. Using an
analytical and desk-research method, this paper, in a comparative study, proves
the convergence of the viewpoint of the martyrs of the Sacred Defense and
Khwaja Abdullah Ansari in the mystical stage of awakening. The martyrs'
references to the effective factors in the awakening such as "hearing
knowledge", "self-knowledge™, "celebrating the Almighty God", "expecting the
Oocculted Help of the Almighty God", "taking benefit of life", "acknowledging
the promises of the Almighty God", "accompanying the righteous” and finally
"abandoning common habits" indicate that their heart were imbued with this
mystical stage, as their point of view coincided with Khwaja Abdullah's view.
Keywords: practical mysticism, conductive home, the awakening of mysticism
in holy defense, Khwaja Abdullah Ansari, lifestyle, holy defense martyrs
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Theoretical Capabilities of Islamic Mysticism in Civilization-making
Alireza Kermani / Associate Professor, Department of Islamic Mysticism, IKI
Kermania59@yahoo.com
Mohammad Mahmoudi / PhD Student of Islamic Studies Teachings, Qom, Islamic Maaref
University mahmoodi.mod@gmail.com
Received: 2019/02/12 - Accepted: 2019/06/16

Abstract

The impacts of mystical theoretical foundations extend to various levels of
human life, even to the social and civilization level. One of the fundamental
dimensions of civilization is the theoretical and intellectual foundations, which
itself have a connection with the mystical theoretical foundations. While
possessing political, cultural, social and artistic capacities, Islamic mysticism
has unique theoretical capacities that can play a role in the theoretical
foundations of civilization. Analyzing the mystics woks, this paper studies the
role of mystical teachings in the theoretical dimension of civilization. This
paper also analyzes the theoretical foundations of the Islamic mysticism
regarding the theoretical philosophy of the history of civilization, the
ontological status of unity and its civilizational role, systemic attitude to
civilization, the connection of manifest and non-manifest in Islamic civilization,
the position of man and his true destination and the importance of intuition in
epistemology.

Keywords: modern Islamic civilization, capabilities of Islamic Mysticism,
civilization-making, mysticism and civilization
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The Absolute Imagination in Sadr al-Din al-Qunawi's Mystical School
Mohammad Ali Ardestani / Assistant Professor of Philosophy, Research Institute for Islamic
Culture and Thought aghlenab@gmail.com
Received: 2019/01/15 - Accepted: 2019/04/22

Abstract

The Qunawi's mystical school is undoubtedly the largest school in the domain
of the 1bn 'Arabi's mysticism school. One of the issues of this school is the issue
of imagination, which has been proposed in both absolute and confined
domains. The world of the absolute imagination is a matter between the World
of Spirits and the World of Sense, and the third house of the absence of ipseity.
The world of the restricted imagination also, is the middle world between man's
natural and heavenliness emanation and its meaning. In mystical ontology,
distinction realizes through absolute and binding, and individuation and non-
individuation, as the distinction of the absolute imagination realizes through the
mingling of light and darkness.

Keywords: absolute imagination, restricted imagination, existence, lack of

manifestation, light, luminosity, darkness.
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The Semantics of Free Will and attributing it to God in Islamic Mysticism
Hasan Amini / Level Four at Qom Seminary, Al-Mustafa International University Researcher
Received: 2019/01/15 - Accepted: 2019/05/20 aminierfan2@gmail.com

Abstract

Using an analytical-descriptive approach, this paper seeks to analyze the
meaning of free will and attributing it to God in Islamic mysticism.
Muslim mystics have expressed various applications for “free will". Their
passages imply that they have used this term both for God and man in
homonym way. While considering the internal evidences and some other
mystic's expressions, the author attempts to turn the different meanings
into a single meaning and provide a comprehensive concept. Their
passages also reveal that, "free will" with wonder and doubt cannot be
applied to God. Focusing on their expressions, this paper seeks to justify
the attribution of free will along with doubt to the Almighty God with
regard to other validities, and resolve the primitive conflicts of their
expressions.

Keywords: meaning of free will, homonym, Divine free will, unity of
synthesis, manifestation, attribution of free will
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A Brief Investigation into the Most Important Principles of the Mystical
Interpretation of the Holy Qur'an
Hossein Mozaffari / Assistant Professor, Department of Mysticism, IKI h.mozaffari48@gmail.com
Received: 2018/10/31 - Accepted: 2018/03/20

Abstract

According to Muslim mystics, esoteric interpretation of the holy Qur‘an,
which means explaining the inner meanings of the holy Qur‘an, has some
principles. To dispel some doubts and reject accusations against Muslim
mystics, this paper briefly studies the most important principles of
interpretation of the holy Qur'an. These principles are as follow: 1.
Setting words for the spirit of meanings; 2. The various meanings of the
holy Qur'an; 3. The reference of all the inner and outer meanings of the
holy Quran to God; 4. The unexclusiveness of the awareness of the
esoteric interpretation of the Qur'an to God and the infallibles (peace be
upon them). Using a descriptive-analytical method, this paper, under each
of the above-mentioned titles, first, refers to some of the mystics’ words,
explains their meanings and then reviews and criticizes their ideas and
perhaps those of their opponents. The research results show that, first, the
general terms are not set only for their examples; second, the holy Quran
has many apparent and inner meanings; third, God has intended all these
meanings; fourth, although only the infallibles (as) can be aware of all the
apparent and inner meanings of the Divine Book, others can also
understand and explain the esoteric interpretation of the Qur'an to some
extent, based on their scientific level and the degree of their inner purity.
Keywords: principles, mystical interpretation, the holy Quran, Muslim
mystics.
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