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A Critique of the Argument for the Heterogeneity of Immortality
and Affliction in the Thought of Ibn Arabi and His Followers

Reza Hosseinifar / Assistant Professor Shahid Chamran University Ahwaz

fereshtehhajizadeh@semnan.ac.ir
Somayeh Amini Kahrizsangi / PhD Student of Islamic Mysticism and Thought of Imam Khomeini
Research Institute of Imam Khomeini and Islamic Revolution

Received: 2019/10/24 - Accepted: 2020/01/22 Amini.somaye@gmail.com

Abstract

One of the major criticisms directed by critics to Ibn al-Arabi's school is about
that Ibn -'‘Arabi and some of his followers™ strange interpretations certain
Qua‘anic verses, including the issue of immortality in hell. Ion al-'Arabi
rejecting the idea of identity of "immortality in hell" and "chastisement in Hell
“believes that those who dwell in Hell as immortal, remain in hell for a period
of time, and after the conclusion of punishment in hell a period of prosperity
begins, despite their immortality in hell. This group try to support this claim by
resting on such foundations of philosophy and mysticism, like natural spirit,
precedence of God’s mercy over his wrath, the possibility, permission of lag of
threat of punishment. This study mentions the proofs and then critically
comments on them. General speaking, Ibn 'Arabi's theory and arguments are
open two criticisms: first, some principles do not seem correct or accurate; and
the second, assuming that some principles are accepted, the afore mentioned
claim cannot be supported and a flaw can be the argument put forward.

Key words: Ibn 'Arabi, immortality in hell, affliction, the conclusion of
affliction, exegesis, the Qur anic verses of immorality.
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The Position of “Companionship” in Hujwiri's Kashf al-Mahjub

and Suhrawardi's Awarif al — ma’rif
Ghodratollah Khayatian / Associate Professor, Faculty of Humanities, Semnan University
khayatian@semnan.ac.ir
Seyed Hassan Tabatabaei / Assistant Professor, Faculty of Humanities, Semnan University
shtabataba@semnan.ac.ir
Fereshteh Hajizadeh / PhD Student of Persian Language and Literature, Semnan University
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Abstract

The question of companionship and correct etiquette of companionship has a
special position as one of the important and basic issues of gnostic’c of spiritual
path. A considerable part of the etiquette relating to this important issue is dealt
with in the texts of mystical prose. This study expounds the position of
companionship in two important works of mystical prose that is: Hujwiri's
Kashf al - Mahjub Suhrawardi's Awarif al — Maarif. The subject of
companionship in the two mentioned works has been studied and its various
dimensions and ways such as the etiquette and types of companionship have
been considered. Since the authors of the two mentioned books are both among
followers of the Baghdad school and sober they consensus on issues several and
on the general aspects of companionship and they also have differences over
some cases. At first, the article goes over the subject and explores it in each
book separately, and then briefly mentions, the points of differences and
similarities between the two works.

Kew words: etiqutte of companionship, Islamic mysticism, Kashf al - Hijab,
Hujwiri, Awarif al —-Ma’arif.
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Sheikh Ahmad Sirhindi’s Criticism of Ibn Arabi’s Unity Theory

Morteza Karbalaie / PhD University of Religions karbalaei.morteza@gmail.com
Received: 2019/11/10 - Accepted: 2020/02/04

Abstract

Unity of Existence is one of the main teachings of Islamic mysticism. In the
view of Muslim gnostics, the only real existent is the Truth Almighty and the
creatures are the manifestation of this real existence. In the 7th century lbn
Arabi advanced satisfactory explanations about this theory. Sheikh Ahmad
Sirhindi disagrees with Ibn Arabi's view. His criticisms are directed to the
attribution of the objectivity of the Truth to the objects and the consequent
perception which is referred to as "all are of Him", as well as the simultaneity
and diffusion of the Truth in the world and the idea of attributing blameworthy
and base things to the Truth. After referring to the personal status and works of
Ahmad Sarhandi and the conditions prevailing his time, this study examines his
criticism about the theory of unity of Existence. It concludes that Sherhandi did
not understand the deep meaning of the encompassing distinction in Ibn Arabi’s
theology, and, adhering to the basic principles of theology, he proposed the
theory of creation to replace the theory of irradiation, Sirhindi who thinks that it
is necessaryto distinguish between the beliefs of Islam and the Hindu school of
Dante, advocates the ideas of Unity of vision.

Key words: Unity of Existence, Ibn Arabi, Unity of vision, Sherhandi, Islamic
mysticism.
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A review of the idea of Instauration in Philosophy and Mysticism in
the view of Sadr al-Mutallahin, Imam Khomeini and Allameh
Hassanzadeh Amoli

Mohsen Movahedi Asl / Ph.D. Student of Islamic Philosophy and Theology Qom University

movahedill4@yahoo.com
Askar Dirbaz / ssociate Professor, Department of Philosophy and Theology, University of Qom
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Abstract
The primary principle of philosophers in the discussion of “instauration™ is that
according to every theosophist and philosopher, who believes inthe
fundamental reality of existence, existence is factitious if any of them believes
in the fundamental reality of quiddity instauration quiddity according to third
theory, instauration is attributed to nature qualifying quiddity as existence.
considering transcendent philosophy based on the fundamental reality of
existence these three philosophers first attribute instauration to existence, but
when considering the Qur’anic rules of the unification of the Everlasting
Refuge to which Quranic verses and traditions refer in mystic humor, they
raise the discussion of instauration and propose a theory that agrees with what
gnostics say about the particular Unity of Existence and ontological total
knowledge of the most high Necessary existent and his aseity, in addition to the
fact that the Qur anic verses and traditions that establish the similarity between
cause and effect broadly agree on this very principle.

This theory states that the Necessary existence of the Exalted and the
existence of any other than God inseparable, rather they constitute a unification
of the Everlasting refuge which fills the whole universe and leaving no place to
be filled by others, therefore, existence is not factitious, and instauration is
attributed to the manifestations of existence. In order to understand this theory,
special attention should be given to the foundations of this debate, including the
total knowledge of Existence, of the Truth, manifestation of Divine Essence,
and absoluteness of his not being conditioned at the stage of division, so that the
Everlasting — refuge unity of the Truth may dominate, and then the agreement
between the statements will be possible.

Key words: instauration, existence, manifestations of existence, bringing to
existence, ascription of quiddity to existence, the Everlasting - refuge unity.
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A Comparison of Wayfaring the Doctrines in the Narrations with the
Fundamentals of Practical Mysticism relating to the Waystation of
Wayfaring «Awakening» with Emphasis on the Book of

“Waystations of the Travelers”
Mohammad Miri / Assistant Professor, Faculty of Islamic Studies, University of Tehran

Received: 2019/10/23 - Accepted: 2020/02/12 m.miri57@ut.ac.ir

Abstract

Many of the narrations of the Infallibles refer, in one way or another, to the
gnostic stages of awakening and their features and percepts governing them.
This study which is in a form of comparison, investigates the scale of the
harmony Khwaja Abdullah Ansari ideas on wayfaring in the book of
“Waystations of the Travelers” concerning the waystation of awakening and
the doctrines in the narrations, it aims to open up new vistas of developing the
Figh of wayfaring in the mystical stage. This study collecting and categorizing,
the narrations that can contribute to the promotion of the mystical debates about
‘awakening’. The advantage of this attempt is to prove the authenticity of
gnostic™ statements about the first waystation of itinerary of spiritual path, i.e.
awakening, because it will be proven that what they are supported of by
religious doctrines and that Islam’s legislative system and mystical order are in
perfect harmony regarding this point. The author of " Waystations of The
Travelers” considers awaking as the first waystation of wayfaring and
categorizes the deceive elements and factors of this waystation into twelve
components. For the first time this study collects evidences about the significant
role of the twelve components in awakening and the wayfarer.

Key words: practical mysticism, waystation of awakening, Islam’s legislative
system, narrations of mysticism, Waystations of the Travelers.
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Direct Visionary Method; a Method for Understanding the Esoteric
Meaning of the Quran

Rasoul Mursi / Level 4 of Qom Seminary Erfani2015@chmail.ir

Received: 2019/12/08 - Accepted: 2020/01/21

Abstract

One of the issues that has been the special concern of the researchers of
Qur’anic scineces is the problem of the gnostics’ methodology of the
interpretations and exegeses of the Quran. One of the most important
advantages of the methodology of mystical interpretation is that it contributes to
changing the negative attitude which some scholars of science have about
gnostics” Qur'anic esoteric interpretation. This is a descriptive and analytical
research. A documentary method used in this study, the method of data
collecting is library based and the collection of required data is made through
taking notes. Different views are put forward about  gnostic’ method of
interpretation. One group considers gnostics’ method of interpretation to be
contrary to the conventional methods of interpretation and the rational rules of
understanding the text, and the another group hold that mystical interpretations
noetic have quality and are not methodical. The author sees that mystical
interpretation is a methodical kind of interpretation which has its own specific
foundations and principles. One of these methods, referred to by scholars, is
direct visionary method. Among the tools and conditions for grasping the
esoteric meaning of speech through this method are the purity of the inner
reciter, regular recitation of Quranic verses, and mediation and reflection with
the presence of the heart with the Lord.

Key words: mystical exegesis of the Qur-an, direct visionary method, purity of
inner person, regular recitation, mediation.
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