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A Comparative Study of Negative and Positive Theology according
to the Perspective of Dionysius of Areopagus and Mohi al-Din Ibn Arabi
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Abstract

Dionysius of Ariopagus and the Muslim mystics in the school of Ibn Arabi, while
approaching negative theology in some of their words and considering God
inexpressible and even unknowable, have emphasized the knowledge of God in a
kind of positive theology. From his point of view, both of these perspectives are
in accordance with the essence of the matter, in the sense that right is unknowable
in terms of essence and in terms of non-manifestation, and therefore
inexpressible, and in the homeland of manifestation, it is recognizable and
expressible. Muslim mystics have been able to provide a richer analysis of this
mystical perspective by separating the four levels of purification, simile, the sum
of simile and purification, and the super-level of simile and purification. In this
analysis, the mystic gains the knowledge of pre-defined purifying concepts by
passing the materialistic and physical pluralities. Also, by intuiting the stage of
unity and observing the circulation of truth in all creatures he will find the
likening. From this perspective, when the mystic is observing the pre-defined
concepts, he will find purification and likening. Likewise, when he looks at the
existence that is present in all those pre-defined concepts of purification and
likening, he will find a blending of purification and likening. Indeed, he considers
the truth which is above all manifestations and beyond the existence that is
present in them to be the level of absolute purification or the level of beyond
purification and likening.

Key words: negative theology, positive theology, purification, simile, Christian
mysticism, Islamic mysticism.
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Abstract

The particular unity of existence seeks to state that a unique, infinite indivisible
being encompasses the entire system of the universe and that its beings,
manifestations, and verses are a unique truth, each of which manifests itself to the
extent of its existential capacity, Hence, the statement on incarnation and unity,
pantheism, and the absurdity of non-God is the result of a misunderstanding of
this issue and is a deviation from the path of monotheism. The Holy Quran,
which is the boundless sea of monotheistic knowledge, this truth is expressed in
the verses concerning the unity of the Divine Essence with expressions such as
the eternal of truth, the verse, and sign of all other than Allah, the presence of
truth in its manifestations and opportunities, the simultaneity of Divine Essence,
and the scientific and existential encompassing of truth; Therefore, these verses,
with a corresponding or observance, indicate on this precious basis of eternal
monotheism and deny any numerical unity from the Divine sacred Threshold.

Key words: monotheism, personal unity of existence, verses of the Holy Quran,
monotheism of essence, explanation.


mailto:movahedi114@yahoo.com
mailto:mm.Gorgan@yahoo.com

105 © ABSTRACTS

Analyzing and Examination Relationship between Bondage to Allah
in Approaches to Religious Spirituality and Modern Spirituality
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Abstract

Modern spirituality is a theory that has been proposed in recent years by some
modernist intellectuals in scientific and academic forums and, in this regard has
weakened and even denied religious spirituality. According to this approach,
modern man today is unable to combine rationality and religiosity, and to get rid
of this situation, he has no choice but to adopt a spirituality in line with the
requirements of modernity and arising from "modern rationality”. The most
important factor that causes modern man to turn away from religiosity to
spirituality is devotionalism in religion from this point of view. Because modern
rationality with the characteristic of rationalism is in complete contradiction with
the category of devotionalism. Therefore. This study has comparatively studied
the relationship between devotionalism and rationality in each of the approaches
of religious and modern spirituality. The results of this research, which are
collected by library method and descriptive-analytical method, show: First, the
devotionalisms of religion is not only compatible with rationality, but is not based
on "rational arguments for the necessity of revelation and prophecy”, Second,
modern spirituality, with its incomplete and incorrect analysis, has considered
religious devotionalisms as blind following, and therefore has denied them. Of
course, this theory has other serious problems and ambiguities that have been
raised in this study.

Key words: spirituality, religious spirituality, modern spirituality, rationality,
modern rationality, bondage to Allah, the project of rationality and spirituality.
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Abstract

Voluntary nearness to God has no nature other than the acquisition of God’s
characteristics based on Muslim mystics and some moral scholars' perspectives.
The most basic question will be whether God can be considered morally
endowed with moral attributes? and can the same morality governing human
relations be fundamentally attributed to God? This study has examined the
feasibility of proving morality for God by referring to the general rules taken
from religious texts and considering the mystical analyzes made from them, and
also examines the lexical and idiomatic definitions of ethics in human relations
that it has answered this question by confronting ijtihad and citation,
counterfactual and inferential approach with the rules, verses, and hadiths related
to the subject and also the definition of the word ethics. The good disposition
among human beings will have no source and document of existence other than
the names of God according to ontological principles such as "“the proof and
realization of the principle and source of all goodness and perfection in the Divine
Attributes”. The hadiths on the subject that have been documented by the mystics
claim, based on the poor document, are confirmed according to these general
rules. Notwithstanding the fact that the word "ethics " is capable to be attributed
to God both literally and terminologically provided that by referring to the spirit
of meaning in each explanation of concepts God is considered free from any
limitations imaginable due to the usual usage of the concepts for human ethics.

Key words: ethics, divine moral, Islamic mysticism, possibility.
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Abstract

This study focuses on explanation and proof horizontal esoteric interpretation in
mysticism and has used three types of argumentative, narrative and normative
explanation. The horizontal esoteric interpretation means restoring the meaning of
the divine word to all aspects of the meaning that are within each other as the
serious intention of God. It is presented with two rational arguments: one through
eternal knowledge and God’s foreknowledge to all different understandings of the
divine word, and the other, through the truth of the meaning of the words, in case
of removing annoying clutter and cancellations, to prove this type of
interpretation. Three horizontal esoteric interpretation in the narrations were
discussed in the narration section. It became clear that understanding the different
meanings of a verse or word from the Holy Quran has been accepted from the
narrators and has been implemented. Some topics such as “the indication of
wisdom and application”, "use of the word in more than one meaning" and
"ambiguity” other sciences were testified and became clear in normative
explanation that the will of different meanings of a word is somehow acceptable.
In the end, we discuss some of the most important difficulties of horizontal
esoteric interpretation. The result of these discussions is the transformation of
horizontal esoteric interpretation from a chimerical and unscientific basis into a
comprehensible and scientific method theory.

Key words: longitudinal esoteric interpretation, horizontal esoteric interpretation,
appearance and interior, indication of wisdom, application, ambiguity.
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Abstract

Behavior is the movement of human to reach God and is the result of the
behaviors and properties of the soul. The science of ethics deals with voluntary
behaviors and acquired human traits in terms of their closeness and dimension to
God Almighty from Ayatollah Mesbah. Practical mysticism is the science of the
waystations and the Station of the soul to attain extinction. Then, Islamic ethics
and practical mysticism are converging on the goal; but the analysis of how to
achieve the goal is different in these two sciences. Therefore, behavior in ethics
and practical mysticism needs comparison and is the main issue of this study.
This study describes the characteristics of ethics and practical mysticism and
analyzes the position of behavior in them by using of the comparative method.
Some of the most important research findings are: 1. The science of ethics in
subject matter is more extensive than practical mysticism and they are the same in
goal, 2. The truth of behavior in practical mysticism is quite evident from the
beginning; but in ethics, behavior gradually loses its position; 3. Behavior
according to the perspective of Ayatollah Mesbah's moral theory is very similar
to mystical behavior.

Key words: behavior, ethics, practical mysticism, Mesbah Yazdi.
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