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Abstract

Human and issues related to him have always been debated by thinkers. Different
thinkers have dealt with the definition of human based on their thoughts and
understanding. Using the analytical-descriptive method, this paper addresses the
definition of man in the structure of mystical anthropology from the point of view
of two great and influential thinkers of the world of Islam and Christianity: lbn
Arabi and Augustine. These two thinkers have offered very special and different
definitions of man. Ibn Arabi considers Plato's definition of man to be incorrect.
His definition of human is based on the idea of "God" and "Knowledge of Supreme
Truth". Augustine offers several definitions of man, one of which is consistent with
Plato's definition, but his other definition is related to God and is in harmony with
Ibn Arabi’s definition. However, these two thinkers’ definitions of human have
fundamental differences in their special mystical anthropological structure.

Keywords: human, definition, types of human, perfect man, animal human, God
human, pious human, descended human, God.
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Abstract

One of the most important topics related to the worlds after death is the
punishment of deeds in the hereafter. Islamic thinkers have two views in this
regard: some believe that, like worldly punishments and rewards, the punishment
of deeds in the hereafter is based on consideration and convention. This group of
thinkers is against the theory of embodiment of deeds. In support of their point of
view, they have cited reasons such as the verses of the Quran and the accidental
nature of deeds. On the other hand, the proponents of the theory of embodiment
of deeds believe that the relationship between deed and punishment in the
hereafter is creational and based on identity and the embodiment of the inner
reality of deeds. Providing some evidence in his works, Mawlana has also tried to
prove that deeds are creational and punishment for them is in the form of spiritual
embodiment. Based on the narrative evidence for the inviolability of God's
promise regarding the punishment of deeds and based on the rational principle of
the substantiality of the spiritual reality of deeds in the human soul and the
impossibility of its destruction, he has explained the foundations and results of the
theory of embodiment of deeds.

Keywords: embodiment of deeds, punishment of deeds, eternal celestial world,
Mawlana, lyric poems of Shams.
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Abstract

Throughout history, the most important concern for people, especially great
people, such as prophets and Friends of God, has been to eliminate corruption and
fight in human societies. Man is a creature with a social identity, and the tendency
to social life is rooted in his innate nature. On the other hand, there is no doubt
that conflict of interests and, consequently, discord and corruption are among the
requirements of social life. Therefore, to prevent discord and corruption, people
turn to the formation of governments that can create justice in society. But what
kind of government can achieve such a goal? In this article, we will prove that,
based on Ibn Arabi's point of view, the only government that can accomplish
such a goal is a government headed by a perfect man and the vicegerent of Allah,
or any qualified and self-made man who is free from love of position and whose
goal is to establish the religion of God and implement the divine commands and
rulings. The only way to eradicate corruption and discord in society is to obey
such an Imam and ruler. Therefore, in this article, we will first discuss the
vicegerent of Allah and his social leadership from lbn Arabi's point of view, and
then we will explain the main factor for establishing justice and removing
differences and corruption from the society from lbn Arabi's point of view.
Finally, we will discuss the better and more correct structure for choosing the
Imam and the other leaders of the Islamic community in the absence of the
vicegerent of Allah and the infallible Imams.

Keywords: society, corruption, vicegerent of Allah, Imam, period of occultation,
Ibn Arabi.
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Abstract

In the intellectual system of Martyr Mutahhari, social mysticism is an area of
knowledge that manifests the principles and topics of Islamic mysticism in the
foundations, categories and goals of social sciences corresponding to the insights,
tendencies and actions of real mystics. Therefore, explaining social mysticism has a
special importance, necessity and sensitivity in the individual thought system and
the social and civilizational environment of the Islamic society. Martyr Mutahhari
has paid attention to this issue using the philosophy of disciplines (Muzaf
philosophy) and second degree epistemology. He has dealt with the affirmative
criticism of the existing mysticism with the approach of recognizing and
reconstructing the concepts, foundations and mystical states, and the negative
criticism of mysticism and historical Sufism with the logic of the Qur’an, the
tradition and the life of the infallible Imams. The present article mainly deals with
whether or not social mysticism can be expressed and explained in the intellectual
system of Martyr Mutahari. This question can be answered through the descriptive-
analytical study of Martyr Mutahhari’s thoughts and works. The research results
include: 1. Providing a correct and accurate understanding of mystical teachings,
propositions and teachings from a social viewpoint; 2. Providing a conceptual
explanation and determination of examples of social mysticism in the thoughts and
lives of Muslim mystics; 3. Giving examples of descriptions and recommendations
about social mysticism in the spoken and written works of Martyr Mutahhari; 4.
Providing an example of recognition and reconstruction of mystical concepts and
states such as repentance and trust, so that the capacity of authentic mysticism and
knowledge and ability of Muslim and Shia mystics in the development and
evolution of the new Islamic civilization is clarified.

Keywords: mysticism, social mysticism, monotheism, perfect man, repentance,
trust, Martyr Mutahhari.
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Abstract

Ibn Arabi has made apparently different statements in the interpretation of the
breath of the all- Merciful and determining its scope, which may cause a wrong
understanding or even attributing contradictions to him. In some statements, he
has referred to the breath of the all-Merciful as the first determination, in others as
the second determination, and in several cases, as specific creational
determinations. In his propositions, in addition to these three meanings, he
proposes the comprehensiveness of the breath of the all-Merciful. By putting
these statements together and based on other evidence in his words, it can be
proved that, according to him, the breath of the all-Merciful is a great truth that
starts from the first determination and continues to the material world and
includes the most sacred grace. In some of his phrases, Ibn Arabi has stated that
the truth of the breath of the all-Merciful is nothing but the inclusion of all divine
and creational determinations. This is why he introduced the breath of the all-
Merciful as both necessary and possible, both contingent and eternal. Since the
perfect man unites with the breath of the all-Merciful in the arc of ascent and
becomes the complete manifestation of all Names and Attributes, human being
has also been referred to as the breath of the all- Merciful.

Keywords: breath of the all-Merciful, Ibn Arabi, the first emanation,
Muhammadan reality, extended being.



Anwar-e Ma'rifat, Vol. 10. No. 2, Fall & Winter 2021-22 ¢ 200

Investigating the Nature of Divine Morals through a Mystical Approach

Muhammad Mahdi Monadi/ PhD in Islamic Mysticism, Qom University of Islamic Studies
monadi62@yahoo.com
Received: 2021/06/21 - Accepted: 2021/09/21

Abstract

Since the doctrine of having the Divine Morals has a special position among the
scholars of ethics and Muslim mystics, it is necessary to present and explain a
correct picture of Divine Morals in the first step. For this purpose, Divine Morals
is introduced relying on the concept of morality and a proposition-oriented view
and referring to verses and hadiths and some mystical teachings through the
document- based, deductive, and inferential method as well as a narrative,
rational, and mystical approach. By examining the subject and predicate of the
moral propositions related to God, the theory of moral value and moral principle
is clarified. By taking into consideration the doctrine of " perfect jala and istijla *
and also the law of "the tendency of the major towards the minor" which is
derived from the fundamental doctrine of the particular unity of the mystical
existence, the theory of moral value in the Divine Morals called perfection-
orientedness , which is equivalent to virtue-orientedness in human ethics, is
explained. Also, by basing the comprehensiveness and inclusiveness of the name
"Allah" in relation to other Divine Names and the balancing role of the Supreme
Name in relation to the particular names in its subset through the characteristic of
the two names “the Arbitrator, The Just”, we have presented another theory of
moral value under the title of God-orientedness and introduced the moral
principle derived from these two Names. The conclusion that can be drawn in this
introduction as a part of the truth of Divine Morals is the reflection of this quality
in those endowed with Divine Morals both in social and individual dimensions.
So the most important mission of the perfect man is to remove the division from
the manifestations of existential Names and to fulfill their rights in the final stage
of the arc of descent.

Keywords: Divine Morals, Islamic mysticism, standard of moral value, moral
principle, the Names “the Arbitrator, the Just’, Divine Names
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Abstract

The viewpoints about the manifestation of possible existence from the origin of
existence have a great impact on metaphysical research from a theoretical point of
view in the arc of descent and levels of mystical journey and from a practical
point of view in the arc of ascent. Because of its importance, the manifestation of
possible existence from the origin of existence has always drawn the attention of
researchers with various tendencies. Studies on this issue reveal both the
relationship between the creator and the creature and their differentiation, which
indicates the necessity of research on this issue. Using the inferential method and
the ijtihad process of investigating religious texts, this article mainly examines the
descent of every object and its emergence from the origin of existence and the
necessity of this descent and emergence from the perspective of the Quran. The
research results show that the appearance of all objects is a descent from the
Almighty; descent (creation) is predestined and necessary in an inseparable way.
Therefore, the emergence of a thing is only predestined, and one of its outcomes
is that the inferential result in ijtihad metaphysics is in harmony with the
argumentative result in metaphysics. Therefore, on the one hand, a critique of the
view that considers Islamic metaphysics to be separate from divine religion is
presented, and on the other hand, the endless cognitive capacity of the divine
book in analyzing and confirming the basic metaphysical issues is made clear.
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Abstract

For knowing the reality, man has various cognitive tools including self-
knowledge. Each of these cognitive tools has a relative advantage over the others.
The article "The Reality of Anthropology" seeks to prove the advantage of
narrative anthropology over intellectual, intuitive and experimental anthropology.
First off, it states the advantages and characteristics of narrative anthropology as
well as the flaws and problems of other types of anthropology. Almost all of the
merits stated in the mentioned article for narrative anthropology and all the
problems mentioned for other types of anthropology, including mystical
anthropology, are debatable. The most important mistake made in the first axis of
the above-mentioned article is that the subjective understandings of scientists
have been considered to have comprehensiveness, authenticity, and definite
validity. The most important mistake made in the second axis of the article is that
the difference between intuitive knowledge and its translation and interpretation
has been ignored. To defend the importance and validity of non-narrative
anthropologies, especially mystical anthropology, this article reviews some of the
claims of the mentioned article.
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Abstract

Through a philosophical and theological perspective, it is possible to know the
Divine Attributes and Acts in detail and the Divine Essence in general. However,
in mystical epistemology, knowledge of God through possible manifestations and
the Divine Essence belongs solely to the knowledge of God Himself, and its
essence will not be known even to the perfect Friends of God, because in contrast
to essence in philosophy and theology, in mysticism essence means the truth that
has no emergence and manifestation, and is beyond the manifestations of truth
and creation. This is what the "people of God" refer to as "Mystery of Mysteries"
and "Hidden Treasure™ and “Station of no Name or Identity”. Using the
analytical-descriptive method, this research explains the concept of essence and
non-understandability of essence. Stating the characteristics of these two key
expressions in mysticism, it deals with the requirements of the point of view
about the non- understandability of the Divine Essence. At the end, the two
challenges of "the impossibility of knowing God" and "the possibility of gaining
a general knowledge of God” are studied.

Keywords: essence, God, non-understandability, knowledge of God, general
knowledge, detailed knowledge
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Abstract

There is an agreement and a disagreement between philosophers and mystics
regarding the quiddity of God: philosophers and mystics both believe that God's
nature is nothing but His existence, and contrary to the possibilities that have two
different qualities of existence and nature, God’s nature is not different from His
existence. However, there is a difference of opinion between them as to whether
the existence which is the essence of God is a conditional or non-conditioned
existence. Philosophers consider the existence of God to be conditioned by the
features of the necessary existence, but mystics consider the Divine Essence as
non-conditioned by any limitation and feature. Meanwhile, Mirzamahdi Esfahani
puts forward a point of view that is approved neither by reason nor by the
opinions of Ahl al-Bayt. He argues that "existence™ is not the same as the Divine
Essence, rather it is God's creation. Using the descriptive method and a rational
and narrative arguments, this research seeks to clarify the fact that the opinion of
the mystics is correct and confirmable in this regard.

Keywords: God's nature, God's existence, philosophers and mystics, non-
conditioned existence, conditional existence, Divine Essence, the God of
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Abstract

Actual fact can be studied from epistemological and ontological dimensions.
From the ontological dimension, the actual fact of objects is a reality at a higher
existential level. Muslim philosophers and mystics have different opinions
regarding this reality. This article investigates the point of view of the mystics
about the actual fact from an ontological point of view. After collecting the data
using the library method, the actual fact is explained through the descriptive-
analytical method from the perspective of the mystics and substantiated by
Qur'anic evidence. It is concluded that, from the point of view of Muslim mystics,
the actual fact of things includes the fixed essences or the scientific existence of
things before creation; of course, on the condition that they are completely
abstracted even from this scientific existence and reach the unseen and eternal
essences that are hidden in the unknown Divine Essence and may be placed
before Names in terms of rank.
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Abstract

The best and most complete depiction of the dimensions of the Prophet and the
infallible Imams’ personality can be found in authentic mystical foundations and
teachings. This depiction can be considered in line with the main purpose of
narrations that emphasize the necessity of the Prophet and the infallible Imams’
knowledge. Using the descriptive-analytical method and referring to some of the
problems of theoretical mysticism, this research seeks to present this depiction
based on which the Prophet and the Imams are not only the life, heart and soul for
the world of elements and nature and therefore, with God's permission,
everything is under their command, but the beings in the higher worlds are also
considered as manifestations of their existence in those worlds. This means that
the differences between Imams and the Holy Prophet and the differences between
each of the Imams and other Imams are superficial and related only to the world
of nature. However, with regard to inner reality and the truth, all of them are
united in the higher worlds.

Keywords: perfect man, the five divine Presences, vicegerency, guardianship,
the last Prophet.
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