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Abstract

"Divine Love" forms the essence of Ibn Fariz and Yohana’s mysticism. In their
mystical system, love has so high a status that one can find no teaching without a
mention of “love”. Love is present in the essence of their mystical thoughts.
According to Ibn Fariz and Yohana Salibi, when soul is absorbed in the Divine
Love, man can enjoy all divine virtues and perfections. In the mystical system of
these two mystics, treading on the spiritual path is not possible without love. Love
is the cause and incentive to start the spiritual journey and the journey towards the
Beloved is accompanied by falling in an endless love. Like existence, love is a
gainable truth which is not limited to the realm of understanding. Both mystics
have considered love as a divine gift, which is both the pain and the remedy. The
feeling of elation, increasing knowledge, giving life, the purification of soul, and
eternality are the common characteristics of love in their idea. Love is what moves
man from the hell of separation and loneliness to the status of Divine closeness and
unity. In the path of love and unity, Ibn Fariz and Yohana both emphasize on the
role of perfect human being, who is the mediator of attaining the Divine grace and
the cause of man’s perfection. Using analytical and comparative method, this article
analyzes the views of the two mystics about love.

Keywords: love, comparative study, Ibn Fariz Mesri, Yohana Salibi.
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Abstract

In verse 7, chapter Hud, the Holy Quran describes the throne, which is attributed to
the God's identity, as placed on water. Mystics have interpreted this verse with the
ontological approach. They have considered the throne of God's identity the
manifestation of Divine Kingship and have provided some examples for it. The
Divine name “the Alive”, inclusive Providence, the Breath of the Merciful, and the
Universe have been mentioned as the examples of the throne of God's identity; they
have also called it “the throne of life”, “the throne of providence” and the “throne of
essence”, and have considered the esoteric interpretation of water as “life”,
“knowledge” and “Divine providence’. Using “descriptive-analytical” method, the
present article analyzes the above definitions and “ the origination of the throne
from water”. Also, mystics have described and detailed the origination of the throne
of God's identity from the water from the perspective of spiritual wayfaring. For
example, they have defined the spiritual station “Bahr-e-Arsh™ (the sea of the
throne) among the stations of the Friends of God (oliyaye elahi).

Keywords: throne of identity, throne of essence, throne of life, throne of
providence, the Breath of the Merciful, mystics.
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Abstract

The different dimensions of Islamic mysticism have emerged in a completed
process within the Islamic intellectual-cultural tradition. Among these
dimensions, "social mysticism™ is the most important one which, in a very real
sense, was initiated in the last century in the Qom seminary, and more
specifically, in the context of the school of Imam Khomeini. This kind of
mysticism has led to many cultural-civilizational works. Duo to its actual and
potential capacities, social mysticism can make many changes in the theosophical
and mystic traditions as well as in the process of realizing the goals of the Second
Step of the Revolution. However, social mysticism has not been given due
attention. Investigating social mysticism can provide the proper ground for
making more and deeper use of its great capacities and preventing some problems
and deviations, including distancing from its pure identity, i.e. "rational
monotheistic, sharia-oriented and jurisprudential spirituality”. The school of
Imam Khomeini paves the way for social mysticism. Using the descriptive-
analytical method, the present paper deals with the status of social mysticism and
its origination in the Qom seminary in the last century.

Keywords: Islamic mysticism, social mysticism, the Qom seminary, the Imam
Khomeini’s school, the Second Step of the Islamic Revolution.
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Abstract

Mystical interpretation is one of the disciplines and schools of interpretation. The
author of this paper seeks to investigate the views of contemporary thinkers of the
Qom seminary on the nature and the reality of mystical interpretation and
conventional exegesis (Ta’wil and Tafsir). Basically, there are three different
approaches among the thinkers of the Qom seminary in the last century about
"mystical interpretation™ and its foundations. One group is absolutely opposed to
"mystical interpretation". Another group, while disagreeing on the nature of Ta’wil,
accept the basics of "mystical interpretation™. The third group believe in detailed
elaboration. After collecting the data through the library method, the author of this
paper has investigated the viewpoints of the prominent figures of the mentioned
three groups regarding mystical Ta’wil and Tafsir and analyzed and evaluated
some of them. The research results show that there is a difference between the
esotericists’ interpretive method and the interpretive method of the people of
knowledge. Because the esotericists do not pay attention to the outward, but the
people of knowledge consider outward as the way to reach the inward and always
emphasize the value of outward along with the inward. Mystical interpretations do
not deal with the association of meanings, but rather with the depth of meanings.
Although the inner meaning of the Quran is not concerned with words and
concepts, each inner meaning of the Qur'an can be called the "Ta’wil " of the
Quran, and inner meanings are not in the scope of interpretation.

Keywords: Ta’wil, mystical interpretation, inner meaning, outer meaning,
esotericists, association of meanings.
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Abstract

Mysticism is the intuitive knowledge of God achieved without the veil of concepts.
Such knowledge is superior to the absent knowledge that is obtained through proof
and reasoning. Seminary scholars, including Allameh Misbah Yazdi, remind us
that this superiority does not mean the superiority of what we know as "mysticism"
nor does it mean the inefficiency of intellectual knowledge. From his point of view,
although an intuitive finding is an objective and unveiled discovery of a spiritual or
existential truth, the mystical propositions arising from mystical intuitions are, to
the non-mystics, narrations whose evaluation criteria are intellect and Sharia,
depending on the type of proposition. Using the descriptive-analytical method, this
article examines Allameh Mishah Yazdi's view on the status of mysticism and its
possible harms. It is pointed out that reason is not only effective in understanding
and evaluating mystical propositions, but it is also necessary in identifying the path
of mystical journey.

Keywords: mysticism, intellect, religion, pathology of mysticism, Allameh
Misbah Yazdi, the Qom Seminary.
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Abstract

This article analyzes and evaluates the opinion of Ayatullah Muhammad Tagqi
Misbah Yazdi about the "personal unity of existence” discussed in Islamic
mysticism. It first deals with the writings of Ayatullah Misbah Yazdi about the
"unity of the existence of the people of knowledge", and then taking the works of
prominent Islamic mystics into account, clarifies the weak points of their
perceptions and opinions in several stages. At the end, it is concluded that: First,
Ayatullah Misbah Yazdi’s understanding of the meaning of “the personal unity of
the existence of the people of knowledge™ is not complete. Secondly, according to
various proofs, the people of knowledge do not reject pluralities, and the personal
unity of existence does not require the absolute negation of pluralities. Thirdly,
the view of the mystics about the unity of existence does not conflict with reason
and rationality, and Ayatullah Misbah Yazdi’s belief in the contradiction between
the unity of existence and the immediate perceptions due to the negation of
pluralities is wrong. Fourthly, according to the existing evidence, Sadr al-
Muta’allehin finally believes in the personal unity of existence. Therefore, the
assumption that the "personal unity of existence" is exactly the same as the
"graded unity of existence™ in the philosophical system or it should return to the
gradation of philosophical existence is incorrect.

Keywords: personal unity of existence, unity of existence and existent, graded
unity of existence, Islamic mysticism, Ayatullah Muhammad Tagi Misbah Yazdi.
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Abstract

One of the important issues in mystical journey and ethics with a mystical
approach is the account of coherent, interconnected and derivational systems that
the mystics have presented from the abodes and stations of the mystical journey,
is referred to as " muystical journey designs”. The developments in the Qom
seminary in the last century includes this area of ethics and mysticism as well,
and great mystics and scholars of ethics have presented numerous religious
designs. Using the library method, this article has collected, analyzed and
explained the necessary data from among the written works. Through studying
the important words of this subject, it has identified the most important mystical
journey designs of the last one hundred years in the Qom Seminary. From among
them, the completely innovative mystical journey design of Allameh Mustafavi
as well as Ayatollah Shujai’s mystical journey design, which has been influenced
by the legacy of Islamic mysticism, have been briefly reviewd.

Keywords: mystical journey, ethics, practical mysticism, mystical journey
designs, Allameh Mustafavi, Ayatollah Shujaei.
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Abstract

Perfect man (al-Insan al-Kamil) has been considered by many thinkers throughout
history. This issue is of great importance because the knowledge of the Divine
Essence is only possible through the path of knowing the perfect man. Referring to
the mystical texts of Imam Khomeini and the works of Sadr al-Muta’allehin and
using the analytical-comparative method, this article tries to investigate some
aspects of the position of the perfect man in the system of existence. The practical
and ethical approach of Sadr al-Muta’allehin to the discussion of "perfect man" and
its comparison with Imam Khomeini's approach in an abstractive sense sheds light
on useful points. One of the most important findings of this research is that the
perfect man has the position of divine caliphate, being the complete manifestation
of the Divine Names and Attributes and the goal of the existential and creative
motion of the universe; and these existential attributes and perfections can only be
realized in an infallible human being.

Keywords: perfect man, complete manifestation, Imam Khomeini, the
Muhammadan truth, Caliph, Sadr al-Muta’allehin, system of existence.
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Abstract

Using analytical-descriptive method, this article tries to address the necessity and
characteristics of perfect man by reviewing all the mystical works of Imam
Khomeini. After dealing with the necessity of perfect man in numerous mystical
works, it has focused on his characteristics and the role he plays in the world of
existence. The perfect man is the only creature that can manifest all the Divine
Names and Attributes. Therefore, God chose such man for Himself. Among the
many characteristics that the late Imam Khomeini listed for perfect man, we can
mention his manifestation in relation to the Divine Universal name,
comprehensiveness, being an intermediary, being a mirror, being the Divine form
with two Divine hands, and being Allah’s representative (caliph) on earth .

Keywords: Imam Khomeini, perfect man, necessity of man, Allah’s
representative on earth, Shiite mysticism.
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Abstract

In theoretical mysticism, Imam Khomeini has extensively discussed annihilation
(fana) with an ontological approach; however, like other great mystics, he has
attached great importance to the status of the annihilation (fana) in the mystical
Journey in the system of the stations of practical mysticism. From Imam
Khomeini's point of view, the most important point in the definition of the station
of annihilation is the mystic’s removal of all the veils, even the veil of self and
egoism. Referring to the complexity and intricacy of monotheistic discussions
about annihilation, the late Imam emphasizes that annihilation is to be experienced,
not to be heard about. He explains that this is the final destination of the journey to
God, the end of the first journey and the starting point of the second journey of the
four mystic journeys. Imam Khomeini is worried about the denial of those who do
not understand these sublime teachings. Therefore, while openly opposing them, he
emphasizes that the words of mystics about annihilation are rooted in religious
teachings, and many verses and narrations call us to this mystical abode. Using the
analytical-documentary method, the present research examines all the mentioned
points both in Imam Khomeini's and previous mystics’ point of view, and finally
concludes that Imam Khomeini's point of view on this area is the continuation of
the great Muslim mystics' approach.

Keywords: Imam Khomeini, annihilation, mystical journey, practical mysticism.
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Abstract

Providing a systematic and comprehensive explanation of spirituality in the thoughts
and works of martyr Murteza Mutahari is important, sensitive and necessity because
it prevents the spread of incomplete, separate, non-civilizational or civilization-
destroying spirituality detached from heavenly facts in the context of society -
especially for the young generation — as well as the spread of worldly, individualistic,
humanistic, and materialistic spirituality instead of sublime spirituality.
Transcendental spirituality has a dynamic and reliable epistemological geometry in
the fields of insight, attitude and action. This spirituality is based on belief in the
unseen world in the field of insight-attitude and the ontological perspective. In the
field of orientation and conduct and the anthropological perspective, it is based on the
principle of "nature” with noble tendencies and existential connection with God; and
in the field of action-methodology and the theological perspective, it is based on
"Muhammadan right religious law ™. In fact, it is considered a scholastic spirituality,
and its comprehensive road map is organized in the form of the principles of
"Prophethood", "Imamate™ and "Wilayat". Therefore, in the epistemological system
of Martyr Mutahhari, it is a a) monotheistic, servitude-based, Wilayat-based; b)
Sharia-based, social, civilizational; c) life-giving, calming and security-providing
spirituality in which nature is the gate of spirituality, Wilayat is the carrier of
spirituality, rationality is a supporter of spirituality, sharia is the gatherer of
spirituality, servitude is the manifestation of spirituality, justice is the indicator of
spirituality, politics is the same as spirituality, monotheism is the goal of spirituality,
and the new Islamic civilization is the sign of spirituality; and all these Divine truths
are manifested in the Quranic word "Good Life". Therefore, using the textual-
intellectual (combined) method, this paper is mainly concerned with the areas and
levels of transcendental spirituality in the thought and works of Professor Mutahhari.

Keywords: spirituality, the philosophy of spirituality, social spirituality,
servanthood, rationality, justice, Sharia, Wilayat.
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Abstract

Knowing true and actual spiritualism is one of the most essential, important and
at the same time the most sensitive existential need of the contemporary man.
Spiritualism is a part of man’s innate nature. As a religious scholar, Allameh
Tabatabai took true spirituality into full consideration; he was a top spiritual
scholar who wrote extensively on spirituality and introduced Shia’s spirituality as
the most complete one. The main question of this article is: What is spirituality in
Allameh's discourse and what are its characteristics? To answer this question,
descriptive-analytical as well as library methods were used based on textual and
rational logic. The research results include: 1. The innateness of spirituality; 2.
The belonging of spirituality to the esoteric unseen world; 3. The need for having
a spiritual teacher in spiritual training; 4. The emergence of monotheistic
spirituality in Shia spirituality; 5. Intuitive recognition of the self in achieving true
spirituality and attaining the status of divine guardianship.

Keywords: spirituality, nature, imam, spiritual companions, monotheism, self-
knowledge, Allameh Tabatabai.
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