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Abstract

This study aims to elucidate the impact of mystical-religious anthropology
on Islamic humanities, focusing on the concept of the "Perfect Man." The
research method is synthetic (traditional, rational, and intuitive), based
on revelatory sources and mystical texts. The findings indicate that the
Perfect Man (exemplified by the Infallibles) plays a fundamental role
in three domains of Islamic humanities: as a source of knowledge, in its
foundational principles and methodology, and in its ultimate purpose and
function. As a manifestation of innate divine knowledge ('ilm ladunni), an
heir to the knowledge of the prophets, and a locus for the manifestation
of Divine Names, the Perfect Man, firstly, provides the authentic
source—the teachings of the Infallibles—for extracting the foundations
of the humanities. Secondly, this comprehensive anthropology transforms
the ontological and epistemological foundations of the sciences and
necessitates a synthetic (rational, transmitted, and intuitive) methodology.
Thirdly, by presenting a comprehensive and transcendent image of human
reality, this anthropology liberates the humanities from the confines of
materialist approaches and orients them toward the production of a
monotheistic, spiritual, and justice-oriented knowledge. The conclusion is
that the realization of authentic Islamic humanities is not possible without
reliance on mystical anthropology and the utilization of the knowledge of
the infallible Perfect Man.

Keywords:mystical anthropology, perfect man, Islamic humanities, source of
knowledge, foundations of science, methodology, purpose of science
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Abstract

This study, employing an analytical-descriptive method and drawing
upon Quranic texts, hadith, and the views of mystics such as Ibn Arabi,
Kashani, Najm al-Din Razi, and Ayatollah Javadi Amoli, aims to explain
the concept of the "Primordial Homeland" from the perspective of Islamic
mysticism and examine its applications in addressing the contemporary
crisis of spirituality. The findings reveal that the "Primordial Homeland"
is not a geographical location but an existential reality, consubstantial with
the "divine innate nature", residing within the layer of the human heart as
the "special face." This homeland is the heritage of human pre-mundane
realms (such as the world of particles and the covenant), which, through
the arc of descent and the traversing of luminous and dark veils, becomes
subject to neglect. This neglect is identified as the source of contemporary
spiritual crises such as identity loss, rootlessness, and existential anxiety.
The path of return to the primordial homeland is facilitated through
"remembrance" (tadhakor) and "purification of the self" (tazkiyat al-nafs),
which pave the way for the flourishing of the "illuminated intellect"—
as the criterion and guide for the spiritual path—and the retrieval of
the primordial nature's spiritual memory. This mystical framework, by
offering practical solutions in individual and social spheres, can provide
a fundamental response to the spiritual challenges of contemporary
humanity.

Keywords:primordial homeland, Islamic mysticism, innate nature, heart,
illuminated intellect, crisis of spirituality
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Abstract

The doctrines of "Purgation" (takhliyah - purification from vices) and
"Adornment" (tahliyah - embellishment with virtues) are recognized as
fundamental pillars of the spiritual journey in Islamic mysticism. This
research, with an analytical-documentary approach and by examining
the manuscripts and surviving works of the martyrs, investigates the
manifestation of this dyad in the mystical journey of the martyrs of the
Sacred Defense. The research findings indicate that the spiritual conduct
of the martyrs, particularly in their prominent examples, is fully explicable
within this dyadic framework. By purging their beings of vices and
adorning their souls with virtues, they traversed a path that, on one hand,
is completely consistent with the principles of pure Islamic mysticism, and
on the other, provides a practical and contemporary model of the mystical
journey. This article ultimately presents this lifestyle as a successful and
effective model of mystical conduct that can serve as a reliable roadmap
for designing a spiritual Islamic lifestyle in the contemporary era. This
study, on one hand, is a step towards elucidating the foundations of
practical mysticism, and on the other, by looking at the spiritual conduct
of the martyrs of the Sacred Defense, offers a tangible model for spiritual
journeying in the contemporary world.

Keywords:practical mysticism, purgation from vices, adornment with virtues,
mysticism of the martyrs of the sacred defense
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Abstract

In his two books, The Smashing of the Idols of Ignorance and the treatise
Three Principles, Sadr al-Muta’allihin addressed the social crisis of
"Sacred Ignorance" that had taken shape in his society and sought to bring
about a social revolution and transformation by shattering the idols of
ignorance. In this social transformation, for society to be placed on the
path of social justice and to achieve the virtuous society, it is essential
that the primary mission of philosophy and wisdom—the establishment of
justice and the negation of oppression and tyranny—be carried out. This
requires the recognition of true guides (the mystic and the sage) in society.
In the absence of such guides, numerous power groups in the guise of
Sufis and mystics have led to the prevalence of religious literalism and the
undermining of religion. Given the importance of this issue, this article
employs qualitative thematic analysis to investigate this matter in the two
treatises of Sadr al-Muta’allihin. The analysis of basic and organizing
themes reveals eight overarching themes—knowledge-oriented, refined,
mindful of God, concealed, death-contemplative, practicing disassociation
and allegiance, striving guide, and effusive—as characteristics of true
guides in a crisis-ridden society. Considering that the crisis of ignorance
will lead to great tribulations in Islamic society, Sadr al-Muta’allihin
presents the characteristics of true guides as a solution for confronting this
literalist interpretation of religion.

Keywords: Sadr al-Muta’allihin (Mulla Sadra), Treatise of Three Principles,
Treatise on the Smashing of the Idols of Ignorance, ignorance, mystics
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Abstract

In both Judaism and Islam, belief in reliance on God (tawakkul) is
considered a prominent ethical value. Khwajah ‘Abdullah Ansart (d.
¢AY AH), a Muslim mystic, in his book Manazil al-Sa’irin, and Bahya
ibn Paqiida, his Jewish contemporary mystic, in his book Al-Hidayah
ila Fara’id al-Qulub, have addressed this concept as one of the stages
of the spiritual journey. The findings of this research, conducted using
library resources and a descriptive-analytical method, indicate that while
these two mystics agree on the general definition of tawakkul, they hold
different views regarding its position, explanation, and classification. For
Khwajah ‘Abdullah, tawakkul is the twenty-seventh station (manzil) of
the spiritual journey, whereas Ibn Baqiida considers it the fourth chapter
of the ten chapters concerning divine love. Relying on religious sources
and narrations, Khwajah ‘Abdullah regards the three levels of tawakkul as
difficult for the general populace and easy for the elect, and identifies its
ultimate goal as tawakkul accompanied by divine knowledge. In contrast,
Bahya, with detailed exposition and influenced by Islamic sources, while
emphasizing the use of intellect, scripture, and narrations, likens one who
relies on other than God to one who takes a mortgage from another. He
considers ignorance of God and His benevolent attributes, His law, mercy,
and grace as factors leading to the deviation of an individual's tawakkul.

Keywords: Reliance on God (Tawakkul), Khwajah ‘Abdullah Ansari, Manazil
al-Sa’irin, Bahya ibn Paqiida, Al-Hidayah ila Fara’id al-Qulub
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Abstract

Comparative studies of mysticism facilitate dialogue and convergence
among diverse spiritual traditions. This article undertakes a comparative
study of the concept of "spiritual marriage" in the Christian tradition based
on the works of Saint John of the Cross (1542-1591 CE) and the spiritual
marriage in the thought of the Muslim poet-mystic Ibn al-Farid of Egypt
(576-632 AH), and its role in the mystical journey. Using content analysis
and library resources, the present research compares the foundations, stag-
es, and results of "spiritual marriage" in the thought of these two mystics.
Both consider the effect of "the flaming of love" and "enduring hardships"
as leading to "liberation from attachments," "the strengthening of the soul's
faculties," and attainment of the desired true union. In Ibn al-Farid's inter-
pretation, marriage is founded upon a "monotheistic" perspective, based on
transcending attachments to the lower levels of existence and becoming a
polished mirror for the manifestation of Divine Beauty. In contrast, in Saint
John of the Cross's discourse, a "Trinitarian unitive vision" and a journey
through the three stages of the "Dark Night" without a rational and onto-
logical explanation serve as the basis. "Spiritual marriage" in both mystical
systems is a profound and intuitive bond between the soul of the seeker and
the Divine Beloved, which arises at the peak of the spiritual journey in their
views. This bond, sometimes understood as "union" or "unity," essentially
refers to the station of amorous union and the indwelling of the Beloved in
the seeker's soul, which, according to both, results in liberation from the
darkness of ignorance and the pain of wretchedness, and attainment of true
awareness and pure bliss.

Keywords: spiritual marriage, union, comparative study, Ibn al-Farid al-MisrT,
John of the Cross
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